This is the information Alice Blake would like to share with us about the history of our church and you 
can see her display in the window across from the office. 


“Aeneas and Elizabeth MacMaster set the tone of the congregation at the beginning. Aeneas, the 
founding elder, seldom let his mind stray from what he believed to be God’s will. His wife set an ex- 
ample of Christian stewardship unexcelled in a hundred years. Together they practiced a practical 
Christianity and showed a tolerance of other faiths that made St. John’s the mother church of local 


Protestants and a good neighbor to fellow Christians in the Catholic Church.” (from A History Of Si. 
John's by Milt Bona) 


The MacMasters came from Glasgow, Scotland to the township of LaCamas in 1883. That same year 


they built the first store in the town, one block west of what is now NE 3rd and Adams where the pre- 
sent mill office stands. 


MacMaster was an ordained elder and soon discovered three other Presbyterians in the village. He saw 
the opportunity to organize a congregation and petitioned the Presbytery of Puget Sound to establish 
one by writing about “a number of Presbyterians who feel the want of the means of grace”. He ne- 
glected to say that there were only six people, three of whom were in his own family. 


On Dec. 9, 1883 the Rev. John Thompson came and preached for the first service held in a warehouse 
and subsequently organized a church. There has been contention ever since with the Methodists, who 
claim the first church—actually they met the first time two months earlier but did not organize a con- 
gregation until the following year. (I’m willing to say they are both right in their claims.) The new 
congregation was called the Presbyterian Church of LaCamas, Washington territory. The name was 
bigger than the McMaster store where they worshiped. McMaster was elected as the session and also as 
the superintendent of the Sabbath school. During the next ten months services were held without a min- 
ister. In the afternoon everyone in town was invited to attend Sabbath School in a boarding house. 

Soon other denominations began attending and St. John’s became the leader in the ecumenical move- 
ment long before anyone had any idea of what the word meant. (It was not until the 1970’s that 
churches embraced the idea.) In 1884 Mr. Thompson returned and preached to a full house. 


In Oct. 1884 the board of Home Missions assigned Rev. Joseph Hanna to serve one Sunday a month. 
The first session meeting was held on Dec. 5, 1884. Elder MacMaster nominated and accepted himself 
as clerk. His first order was to accept one of his employees, Alan Duffin into membership of the" 


church—Duffin later married Elizabeth McMaster, a daughter of Aeneas. The membership of the con- 
gregation was now seven. 


On April 5, 1886 the Duffins first child (Mary Elizabeth) was baptized at the church’s first baptismal 
service. The membership was thirteen, seven of them MacMasters. 


By April of 1885 MacMaster had built a much larger store and the upper floor was used as the Odd Fel- 
lows Hall as well as a place of worship for the Baptists, Evangelicals, Methodists, and Presbyterians, 
with visiting ministers taking turns in the pulpit. They might not have known the meaning of ecu- 
menism but, because of the realities of the time, they certainly practiced it. 


The session was doubled in 1885 when James Anderson, an ordained elder was elected. 


